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The Washfﬁgf‘ ons of Wessvngton Plantation

STORIES OF MY FAMITYS JOURNEY/

O FREEDOM

BY JOHN F. BAKER JR

A descendant of Wessyngton slaves john F. Baker Jr. has written the most accessible
and exciting work of African American history since Roots.

When Baker was in the seventh grade, he saw
@ photograph of four former slaves in hs social
studies textoook. When he lsamed that fwo of
them were his grandmother’s grandparents,
Emanuel and Henny Washingfon, he began fhe
lfelong resaarch profect that would become The
Washingtons of Wessyngton Plantation.

This fruit of more than thirly years of archival and
field research and DNA fesfing spans 250 years.
Baker hos not only writien his own family’s story

but also includes the history
of hundreds of slaves and s
their  descendanfs, now ‘Y\
numbering in the thou-
sands.

More than 100 rare photo-  £41
graphs ond poriraits of
African  Americans  who
were enslaved on the plan-
fation bring this compelling
American history fo lfe.

The Washington family, cousins of the presi-
dent, owned the plantation until 1983; their
fomily popers include birth regisers from
17951860, lefers, diories, and more. Baker
also conducted dorens of inferviews - fhree of
His subiecs were more than one hundred years
old - and discovered caches of historic photo-
graphs and paintings.

A groundbreaking work of history and deeply

personal jourey of discovery, The Woshingfons
of Wessyngton Planfation is an uplifi-
ing story of suvival and family thet
gives fresh insight nfo the insfitufion of
slovery and its ongoing legacy fodoy.

Wessyngton  Plantafion  covered
15,000 ocres and held 274 sloves
whose labor made i the. largest
fobocco  planation in  America.
Unusually, the Woshingtons only sold
o slaves, so the slove families
remained intact for generations.
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